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LETTER I. 


1 Cateny, to M Faulx- 


NER. 


AR dan I do? teazed as 
I am on every ſide Oh, 

my Emilia ! I have been obliged to 
yield to their entreaties- But not to 
keep you any longer in ſuſpence, 
overcome by the joint ſolicitations 
of my father, and Sir George, 1 
have conſented to become a bride N 

the ſame day that joins my Emilia 
to her noble lover — That wicked 
puſs, Miſs Clayton, would not let 
me enjoy a moment's happineſs, 
till I had (as ſhe termed : 1 it) con- 
l. ,, 


E * 1 
ſented to make my lover. happy— 


Our houſe is in one continual ſcene 
of hurry—Mantuamakers, millen- 


ers, &c. ingroſſes all our time 


This morning my lover preſented 


me with a little caſket of jewels, 


and very gallantly told me, that 


they would not adorn, but receive 


luſtre from the charms of his be- 
loved Dorinda Was not this ſ peech 
: quite en cavalier- 


Miſs Clayton a; 1 ſhall ſet out 


for Lon Park, in « new chariot 


of my lover's; my father and Sir 
George will attend us in the Phac- 


ton — The thoughts of ſeeing my 
dear Emilia, inſpires me with un- 
ſpeakable delight But I cannot re- 
concile myſelf to this matrimonial 
ſcheme. 


on the ſubject of its beauties, as 
| my Emilia 4 is ſo well acquainted 


[44.11 


ſcheme.—Don' t you think, my 


dear, it will be a ſhocking tranſi- 


tion There is Miſs Meadows, who 
has not been married above a week, 
the moſt pretty demur figure in the 
world—ſo formal and preciſe—her 
converſation ſo very ſentimental 
She really i is quite ſpoilt But you 
will ſee her, my dear She intends 


being of our party I vow Emilia, 


the hymeneal chains ſhall not rob 


me of my vivacity—I am deter- 
mined not to abate one tittle of my : 
gaiety—There i 18 great preparations | 


making for my ladyſhip at Selvyn 
Hall—It is really a ſweet place; 
but it will be unneceſſary to enlarge 


with | 
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with it—Mr. Johnſon has been 
ſent for to attend his father, who 
is going to the German Spaw for 
the recovery of his health—Since 


his abſence, I have obſerved ſome- 


thing of a dejection in Miſs Clay- 


ton, and am inclined to believe he 
has made ſome little impreſſion on 
her heart—I have told her my 

| thoughts, but the ſy girl will not 
be brought to a confeſſion I have 
met with an adventure that I think 
very particular Veſterday in the 
afternoon, as I was ſitting at work 
8 in the ſummer- houſe I ſaw a very 
5 pretty girl (but very ſhabbily dreſt) 


paſs the garden wall—There was 


ſomething. in her perſon prodi- 


90 ſtriking : 1  objprved ſhe was 


- 


1 


| e 8 7 
in tears, and Was prompted by a 
ſecret impulſe? to inquire into the 
cauſe of her grief—1 deſcended the 
ſteps, and accoſted her before ſhe 
perceived that any one was near 
her—May 1, miſs, without 'being 
deemed impertinent, (ſaid I), beg 
to know why you weep ; has any 
misfortune happened to you? 
She ſeemed to be very much con- 
fuſed ; but recovering herſelf, told 
me, with a ſhower of tears, that | 
the had loft her only friend, and 
had no place of refuge left—By 
this ſpeech ! could not underſtand 
whether it was a parent whoſe loſs 
ſhe ſo much deplored ; but I in- 
treated her to dry up her tears, and 
defired her to follow me—I con- 
7 ducted 
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ducted her into my dreſſing-room, 


and, after aſking her a great many 


queſtions concerning her name and 
family, (to which I thought ſhe 
ſeemed to anſwer with a great deal ö 
of reſerve), 1 made her an offer of 


continuing with me Vou never 


ſaw any one more joyous than ſhe 

appeared at this propoſal I dare 
ſay Eliza (for that is her name) has 
had a very genteel education—She 

is miſtreſs of every ſort of work, 


and will be of great uſe to me in 
the finiſhing of my furniture for 


the drawing- room. There is ſome- 

thing very particular in this affair; 
I wiſh I could know who ſhe is; 
dut the poor girl ſeems to be under 1 


— 
am. 


A .&2- ww 


A 


| (2 } 
ſo much uneaſineſs, every time I 


ſpeak to her on that ſubject, that I 
cannot attempt to make any more 
enquiries, till her grief is in ſome 
meaſure alleviated. Her cloaths 


are very indifferent; but I ſhall 


f urniſh Ber with ſome More proper 
for her to appear in. I dare ſay ſhe 


is of an excellent diſpoſition. [ 
know not the reaſon, but I am 
quite pleaſed with this acquiſition. 


When I firſt made Eliza the offer 
of ſtaying with me, ſhe thanked 


me for my goodneſs, with an air 


that plainly ſhewed her not to be 


of mean birth But I think [ 


' ſhould beg my Emilia's pardon, for 


W her with a ſubject that 


cannot 


1 


TEE. 
cannot poſſibly be of any conſe- 


I will conelude this long epiſtle, 


j 
| , with aſſuring my dear Miſs F aulk- 
| ner, that I remain, 


with the greateſt reſpect, 
her unalterable friend, 


DokRINDA CATSBY:« © 


quence to her; and leſt 1 ſhould 
again be guilty of the ſame offence, 
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Sir GEORGE SELVYN, to CHARLES: 
WILLI OVG Nan El, 


4  Seluyn-Hall 


Pes me, my friend, for ſo 
long deferring to anſwer 


your epiſtle — But my thoughts 
and time has been totally ingroſſed 
by the dear girl that afforded a ſub- 
ject in my laſt letter - a ſubject that 
]. could never be tired of Oh, my 
friend, was you but. acquainted. 


with. my angel, you would not 
condemn. me for loving her—yes,. 


Charles, I can with Pleaſure re- 


B 3 nounce 
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ed your adviee In any other af- 


1 


nounce the converſation of the bean 


nonde, and confine myſelf to the 
woman of my heart In her is 


| fummed up every perfection.— 


All higher knowledge in her pre- 
*« ſence falls degraded, wiſdom in 
* diſcourſe with her is diſcounte- 
** nanc'd, and like folly ſhews'— 
Do not tart my friend 11 


tell you that to-morrow is the laſt 


day of my liberty After that time 


I ſhall be © that domeſtic animal 


* a huſband,” —a character which 
you ſo much exclaim againſt. WY 


Yes, my Dorinda wilt then hs 
mine by all the ſacred ties of ho- 


nour—You ſee, Charles, with 
what ſovereign contempt I receiv- 


fair 


fair but that which concerns my 
own happineſs, I ſhould have liſt- 
ened to the dictates of my friend 
but I can hardly forgive your advi= 
ſing. me to injure ſo much excel- 1 
lence——No, I never yet could | 
harbour a thought in prejudice of 
Miſs Catſby there is ſomething ſo 
awful in the appearance of a vir- 
tuous woman, that none but the 
moſt execrable villain would dare 
to offer a diſhonourable propoſal— 
Lam quite impatient to know. if - 
you. have ſucceeded in your amour 
with. Miſs Harriot W——t—it bf 
not, let the intreaties of a ſincere 
friend prevail with you not to ad- 
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dreſs her on any other than honour- 
able terms — Believe me, Charles, E 
„ you 


i 


you will experience more exalted. 


happineſs in the lawful poſſeſſion 


of the woman of your heart than 


you could poſſibly find in the un- 
limited enjoyments of a guilty paſ- 
ſion s it not both baſe and un 
generous in us, who ought to de- 
fend and protect the fair to betray: 
them into the moſt abject ſtate of 


wretchedneſs——A man who ſeeks 


the ruin of an innocent girl; under 
the appearance of a ſincere and ten- 


der lover, is guilty of a crime far 


greater than that of plunging a dag- 
ger into her tender boſom—you 
them only depri ve her of life but 


in ruining her under the cloak of 


the moſt noble and refined of all 
paſtions—you not only render her 


deſpiſed: 


WWE 
deſpiſed i in this world, but loſt to 
every hope of happineſs in the 
next—I know you will, in the gai- 
ety of your heart, only laugh at 


this ſerious lecture 
don me my friend for thus freely 
giving my advice, unaſked, and aſ- 
ſure yourſelf nothing but my ſin- 
cere friendſhip for you could have 
induced me to take ſo great a liber- 
ty—I know your. amiable diſpoſi- 


tion muſt ſecretly abhor thoſe: vi- 
ces, which, through faſhion, you: 


unthinkingly fall into.. 


<- Tf once the mode of virtue would come 
C in, a 
4. The men of mode would be aft to, 
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« For faſhion's ſuch a ſtrange bewitching 


«© charm, 
« That, rather than be laugh'd at, they'd 
* reform.“ 


Adieu-1 believe i it is unneceſſa- 

ry to tell you how much 

I am your ſincere friend, | 
| GrorGE SELVYN. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


My G CLAYTON, to Mifs LovisA 
| CLAYTON. | | 


f HO — Parl. 
TEVER,. my Ps alten, was 


5 than we had yeſterday.—A- 
bout ſix in the evening we reached 
this noble ſcat—words are too faint 
to give you a juſt idea of its beauty 


and magnificence—=How much to 
be envied is the lovely Emilia—I 


will endeavour to give you a flight 
| ſketch of the perſon of her amiable 
dover—= Tal and majeſtic, his 

dark 


there a more delightful j jous- | 


a I, 
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dark eyes, ſhaded by the fineſt. 


| brow Jever ſaw, ſpeaks him to be 


poſſeſſed of an infinite fund of ſen- 
fibility—Had you, my Louiſa, ſeen 


with what a manly. grace he wel- 


comed us to the caſtle, you would 
abſolutely have been charmed.— 
Mrs. Delevalis reallya very fine wo- 
man, and infinitely; ;agrecable.——| 


Poor Emilia is very ſerious—ſhe 


thinks too much on the awful ce- 


remony-but to keep her in coun- 
tenanceMiſs Catſby Bas yield- 


ed to the intreaties of. her worthy: 
lover, —Fo-morrow- morning the 
ſacred rites are to be bert in 
the chapel of Lord Lr „„ iy 
We have ſpent two. Hoars: this 


morning ir in. viewing a'choice col 


lection 


[ if ] 


lection of pictures and other curi- 


oſities— There is a pleaſing ele- 
gance reigns in every apartment of 
this noble manſion that which is 
deſigned for the bride is hung with 
white damaſk the bed and the 
chairs ate the ſame—richly orna- 
mented and fringed with filver— 


the lovely girt does not betray the 


leaſt elevation at all this grandeur 
—they will not let me write one 


word moge cou coming, 
goods . l 
Nothing was wanting yeſterday to 
add to the happineſs I enjoyed—(at 
the marriage of Lord L-— and 


Sir George Selvyn) but the pre- : 
ſence of my dear Louiſa Emilia 8 


went t through the awful ceremony 
with 
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with the moſt becoming compo- 
ſure her dreſs was a white ſack, 
cordel with fler. and elend be- 


bar wi drefled es a en 
coming negligence, was ornament- 
ed with ſeveral very beautiful dia- 
mond ping I never ſaw her look 
more charming—Dorinda was all 
life She declared, with her uſu- 
al gaiety, that ſhe would not pro- 
nounce the words Honour and O- 
bey and poſitively, Louiſa, when 
ſhe came to that part, the wicked : 
girl c could hardly help laughing. 
She was dreſſed in, a white lut- 
ſtring negligee, trimmed with fil- 
veredgings her fine hair was care- 
leſly intermixed withſprigs of pearl, 
: Y and 


1 19 ] 
4 faſtened witha diamond comb, | 
and really looked very elegant. | 
On our return. from chapel, we was 
met at the door by ſix little girls | 
(beautiful. as angels) dreſſed in 
white Lach of them had a ſmall 
baſket of flowers tied with bunches 
of white ribbeng -A the 
| brides. advanced, they ſcattered 
them in their path, and walked be- 
fore them ſtrewing the flowers till 


we reached the houſe Lord 
1 


* 
4 | 


—— gave an invitation, to this - 
little train of Flora's, to walk in- 
to the drawing- room, which they 


did-and Mrs. Deleval preſented 
each of them with a glaſs of wine 


and à paper of ſweetmeats 1 
ruſh not help expreſſing my ſur- 


prize, ; : 


* 1 1 


prize, at ſceing ſo many Ib little Ef 
creatures—his Lordſhip informed =. 
me they were the children of his 
neighbourin gtenants, who, he ima- 
gined, had ſent them to Pay the tl. 
bute of their garden to the lovely 


brides.— During dinner we 
were calermttae/ with* ſome very 


fine muſic— nothing could equal 
the grandeur of this ſuperb enter- 
tainment—every thing was ſerved” 
in plate, though the company were 
very numerous Mrs. Deleval 
was very ſolicitous for a masked- 
ball in the evening — but Lady 
L——, witha great deab of ſweet- 
neſs, declined it-and added, that 
as Lady Selvyn was fond of muſic, 
2 concert would be moſt agreeable 
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; . —our afternoon Was ſpent with a 
great deal of gaiety—in' the evening 
we all repaired into a grand ſaloon, 

where we had a very fine concert 


Mrs. Deleval, who has a very good 


voice, joined with me in ſinging 


my favourite paſtoral in the * 


dian Nuptials 


« « Hark | 1 — 0 er * „ what glad | 


. tumults we hear. 0 


— tenderly i intreated his 
charming bride to favour him with 
A ſong, which. ſhe did, accompa- 
nied by Lady Selyyn—I never heard 


— 1 


Dorinda ing ſo well Mr. Catſby | 
Was quite, loſt i in exſtacy while he 
liſtened to his amiable. daughter 
2 About eleven t the brides retired to 

TE. their 


(1 
their appartnients=the reſt of 'the 
company did not diſperſe till twelve 
Tro morrow morning Sir George 
and Lady Selvyr return to Selvyn- 
hall with a grand retinue, where I 
hall attend them for a few days, 
and then return to London—Lady 
L is going to Bath with her 
5 le lord-on her return has 
| promiſed to ſpend a month with 
Lady Selvyn, at or houſe in Al- 
bemarle· ſtreet Oh, my Lou- 
iſa ! what a fooliſh at's is your ſiſ- 
ter=If you remember in a'former 
letter I mentioned a Mr. Jotnſon= 
he is gone gone, perhaps, never to 
return I know not the reaſon, 
but ſince his abſence 1 Habe been 
unuſually penſive I eannot furely 
N 1 


_ 


be weak enough to.. . . . but 1 
will not indulge this folly—my 


watch tells me it is time to dreſs. | 


——Adicu-T am, my dear ſiſter, 
yours affectionately, 


1 8 9 J. CrAvrox. 
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(LETTER: XIX. 


y os 


2.5 SELVYN, to Lach e 


q 


AM now ſet down, after the 
© hurry of a whole viſiting week, 
to give my deareſt friend an ac- 


count of my reception at Selvyn 
| Hall. We were met at the park 
gates by the greateſt part of Sir 
George s tenants, to congratulate 
him on his marriage. He re- 
ceived them with that affability and 


politeneſs, which are the diſtin- 
guiſhed marks of a noble mind. — 


| "op our arrival orders were given 
for aber houſe to be kept a fort- 


; night, 


f 
. 
| 


Seloyn Hall. 


ts 1 

night; after the old nn cuſ= 
tom. The wives and die 
teſtified their joy on this Gedaſion, 
by forming a large party of both 

ſexes, dreſſed like ſhepherds and 
ſhepherdeſſes, with garlands of 
flowers in their hands ;—theſe met 

at a ſmall diſtance from the houſe, 

and Joined in a ruſtic dance,— 

| Tents were pitched in ſeveral parts 

of the park, where plenty of pro- 

| viſion was provided for their en- | 
tertainment.—In ſhort nothing was 

wanting, to complete this charm- 

ing though rural ſcene. Mit j 
Clayton was quite in raptures with, 5 5 9 1 
the innocent appearance of the, 4 
. country:.girls.—She left me la. 
Thurſday, —1 ſhould be very dull 

* „Var. II. . Ms. | 
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without her, if it was not for the 
company of Eliza.—She every day 
grows more in my eſteem. One 
evening I had been taking a walk 
in the wood, leaning on the arm 
of my amiable Sir George, 7 On 
our return I ſurpriſed Eliza at the 
harpſichord, accompanied by a 
very fine voice. I ſtood: for 1 
time liſtening, and diſtinguiſhed 


the following words: 
Exe love did firſt my thoughts employ, 
95 Returning day ſtill ſaw me bleſt ; ET 
% Each happy hour came wing'd with | joy, 
4 And night was crown'd with balmy reſt. 


When I entered the apartment 
ſhe bluſhed, and nnmediately a- 
roſe;— but I deſired her to 
fit down and play the” ſong over 

2 gn: She complied—and indeed; 
"Lady 


PI 


"id 


RW YU 
Lady Es you never heard a finer 
voice. At that time l took no 


notice of my ſurpriſe—But when 
Eliza withdrew I eould not help 
_ mentioning it to Sir George He 


agrees with me in thinking ſhe is 


| ſome perſon of diſtinction, but the 
reaſon of her hiding the name of 


her family we neither of us can 
ſurmiſe I have had moſt of 


the genteel families within twelve 


miles t to viſit us- 


you know, 
madam, my PHT NY to ceremo- 


nious viſits—I ſhall be very glad 


when they are over Mr. Wil- 
loughby, an intimate friend of my 
Sir George, is come to ſpend a few 

weeks with us—He is rather of the 
libertine caſt—of a very gay, vola- 


tile 
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try but one month longer ffiall 
regret leaving this charming place 
but the company of my amia- 
ble huſband will make any place 
agreeable- 
new ſet of plate for my drefling 


r ws 
* : 


5 
„ 

Wa * : 
iy * 
Ml L 
A tit 1 

WR. i 
phy, J 

. 

W. . 
wats. | 

14 
1 
N 
17 * 
n. 4 
WE + , 
1 

7 
\s 1 
* 

TR \ 
90h 

1 
wt : 

1 5 - 
nh FN : 
Y 3 J 
n 

1 

135 
i * 
Ns 
N 4 

| 1 
8 
4 1 FF 
#37 : 

1 

7 & 

; { 
5 

\s 

; 2 
1 

* 1 
"FEW 
* N 

. |; 
: YH I 

9 1 

; 

8 

14 

£7 

5 

We. 

3 

WW 

jF + = Wb 

28 
v4 I 

0 4 
. ; 

HER 

If 1 
"1 08 
. þ 
3: : 

Fl 
i 
„ 
PG 
7 
1 
Bs 
1 Ph 
i 
1 
- t = , 

7.3 


tile aipofition-and poſſeſſed of an 
uncommon. ſhare of vanity— He 


profeſſes to be a very great admirer 


of our ſex—but is always railing 
againſt matrimony, * * * * 


* * * % A X + * U * * * 


We ſhall continue in the coun- 


I had yeſterday a 


room brought home, which be had. 


ordered unknown to me ; his po- 
liteneſs and generoſity go hand in - 
hand to make me happy—Mr.Wil- 
loughby i is a very great connoiſſeur | 
in * and is aſſiſting Sir 


5 | Gooey 


% 


Aw. 
George: in a plan for his library, 
which is to be finiſhed in the moſt 
elegant manner —Miſs Kitty Mea- 


dows is a conſtant viſitor—She is 
quite in raptures with this gay 


ſpark, and takes no ſmall pains to 
perſuade him into a better opinion 


ol matrimony; but I am ready to 
think his heart is already engaged 
El have obſerved him frequently 
loſt in a profound reverie—and then 
recovering himſelf, fetch ſeveral 


deep ſighs-I have told Miſs Mea- 
dows my thoughts, but ſhe declares 
| ſhe will not yet give up her hopes of 
_ ſuch a charming fellow—Do, my 
deareſt friend, if poſſible, let me have 
the Were of ſeeing you before 1 

| leave 
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[ 90 1 
leave Selvyn Hall—Your company 
will add greatly to my preſent feli- 
city, which is almoſt too great to 
admit of an y increaſe - Sir George 
deſires his beſt reſpects. 
I am, my dear Lady L——, 
your ever ſincere friend, 
DonkIN DA SELVYN. 
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LETTER XX. 
| CnanLes Wir Loueugy Eſq. 
We Captain BELFORD. 


 Sehoyn- Hall. 


"ELL Tom, I live ſeen this 
ſo much boaſted bride—By 


heavens ſhe beggars all deſcription ! _ 


Never did I ſee a more lovely 
woman! 


0 Grace i is in all her ſteps, heaven in her os 


eye; 


In every geſture, dignity and love,” 


Had I but ſeen her three months 


ſooner, I'd been happy— Why 


did George give me an invitation 


to 6 Gelrya-Hall Senſible ag he is, 
HCL : Kot | that 5 
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muſt fly immediately from this dan- 
gerous place, or I ſhall certainly be 


[ 32 ] 


that it is impoſlible to ſee, without 
loving his charming bride——Yes, 


Belford, I feel in ſpite of friend- 
hip, that I muſt love her. He 


only is to blame, in expoſing me 
to ſuch temptation and muſt take 


the conſequence.— Good. Gods, 
what tortures do I feel—when\I/ be- 
hold her, caſting the moſt tender | 


glances on my happy rival.——1 


tempted to commit a ſacrilege, that 
will for ever break the peace of 


this now happy pair. I am 
ſure lady Selvyn muſt have diſ- 
covered the ſituation of my heart. 
—— She frequently rallies me, up- 
on int in love; but her behay | 


viour 


3 1 


viour is blended” with fo much 


ſweetneſs and innocence, that 1 
dare not avow my unlawful paſſion 


—ln her preſence 1 tremble like a 
guilty ghoſt. There is a young 
lady, who comes very often to 
Selvyn-Hall—Sir George is very 


urgent for me to pay my addreſſes 


to her. It is the youngeſt daugh- 
ter of the late Sir William Meadows; 


and has twenty thouſand pounds to 
her fortune. — 1 hey ſay ſhe is 
very pretty, it may be ſo - but alas. 


1 have no eyes, but for lady Selvyn. 


We had laſt night a concert in a ve- 


ry. elegant pavilion, in the pax _ 
Miſs Meadows was there, and ſe- 
veral more ladies of the neighbour- 


hood. ——Lady Selvyn ſupg, ac- 
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co mpanied by Miſs pagget- Good ( 

heavens ! with what rapture did I 

I iſten to her ſoft melodious voice. 1 1 

Wdile we was in the park, there ; 
fell a very heavy ſhower of rain, 
which was followed by a een 
ſtorm of thunder and lightning: 
The ladies would not be perſuaded 

to ſtay any longer, but throwing 
their gowns over their ſhoulders, 
run through the rain, without ſtay- 
ing for lights. Sir George was gone 
forward to order the coach, but they 
would not wait its arrival. — I 
begg dof lady Selvyn to accept my 
arm, as ſhe appear d to be very 
much frightend—Ye gods, what a 

happy moment my joy was ſo 
cz that in * tranſport of my 
05 7 . 
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ſoul, I preſs'd her lovely hand to 


my lips; and imprinted on it a 


tender kiſs.— Her virtuous heart 


was inſtantly alarmed, and by this 


one indiſcretion, I intirely loſt her 
favour. — She immediately begg d 


me to let go her hand. —1 intreated 


her to forgive my preſumption; ; 
but without making me any an- 
ſwer, ſhe withdrew herſelf from me, 
and mix d with the reſt of the com- 
pany. ix durſt not lift my eyes on ; 
her beauteous face any more that 

evening if by chance my eyes met 
hers, I obſerved ſuch reproachful 3 
and reſerv'd looks,” that abſolutely 
diſconcerted me.—Oh Tom! how 


wretched is your friend ?—Pru- 


dence, honour, and friendſhip, forts - 
bids 
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bids me to indulge this guilty flame, 


but 1 cannot liſten to their dictates. | 


—Love, almighty love, puſhes me 
on—either to conquer or to die 
But let me reflect a little... Per- 
haps by baniſhing myſelf from her 


preſence, I may be able to conquer 


my unhappy paſſion Ves, I will 


immediately leave this dangerous 
ſpot, where all my unhappineſs 
ED commenc'd. Why ſhould 1 render 


: this worthy pair unhappy? 2 


Adieu my friend, 
remember your : 
almoſt diſtracted | 


CRaARLEs W1LLOUGHBY. 
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LETTER XXI. 
From the Same to the Same. 


Au my friend ! how frail is 
human reſolution—In my laſt 
I declared my intention to leave 
Selvyn-Hall. But vain were all 
my reſolyes—one | compaſſionate 
look from the charming woman 
has difarmed all my reſolution. 
she ſtill behaves with a 
great deal of reſerve, but does nat 
treat me with quite ſo much diſdain. 
. Al am afraid Sir George has diſco- 
vered my paſſion for his lovely 
f wife 1 have lately obſerved him 
very ſerious, and his behaviour tig 
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0 
me is more conſtrained than uſual. 
If poſſible, I will know the reaſon 
of this change in his behaviour— 
but I am call'd to attend them i in 
an airing—adieu,— . 


Oh Baford 1 have had the 
moſt delightful tete 4 tete with 
lady Selvyn but you ſhall hear— 
juſt as we was ſtepping into the 
coach, a ſervant came, to defire the 
immediate preſence of Sir George 
at Mr. Smith's, upon an affair of 
conſequenice, —T thought he ap- 
pear d rather chagrin' d at this ſum- 
mons, but as the gentleman was 4 
particular friend, he told che ſer- 
vant he would wait on him, and 
5 . . us to excuſe him. We had 


5 a moſt 


N * 
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| a moſt delightful ride, our conver- 
ſation at firſt was upon indifferent 


ſubjects, at laſt, with looks that 


ſpoke the innocence of her heart 
Lady Selvyn aſked me, if I had 


not latelyobſerv d a ſtrange alteration 


in the diſpoſition of her huſband.— 
I know not the reaſon, (continued 
the lovely woman) but 1 have often 
found him loſt in thought; and if 
I have rouſed him from his reverie, 
his behaviour has been ſo uncom- 


monly reſerv'd, that 1 cannot help 


being greatly alarmed. — As, Mr. F 
Willoughby, you are the boſom 
friend of my Sir George, he may 
perhaps have acquainted you wäth 
that which his love for me obliges 
_ to conceal, ——— Is i it poſſible, 
24 Madam. | 
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Madam, (replied I) that a man who 
1s bleſt with ſuch an amiable bride, 


can want any addition to his hap- 


pineſs, or bavs any ſecrets that ſhe 


- ought not to be acquainted with : : 


4 For joys when 3 are ſure to in- 
creaſe, 

5 And griefs when divided are huſh'd i inte 
coma 


- How much, continued I. is Sir | 


George to be envied, happy as he 
is in the poſſeſſion of ſo much 
beauty? If, Madam, he is under 


any uneaſineſs, I have not yet been 
thought worthy of his confidence: 


But if I am ever happy enough, 


to penetrate into the cauſe, lady. 
gelvyn may. depend upon being 
ite acquainted with it— 

Though : 


cc em od: ay F th, 
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Though my unkindſ ate has deſtind 


me to be wretched myſelf, I ſhall 
always take a pleaſure in relieving. 
the anxiety of my friends. Why; 
Sir, ſhould; you; call yourſelf an- 
happy, (ſaid the amiable woman, 
with a ſimplieity that quite charmed 


me) bas my lively, friend Miſs 
Meadows, at laſt made ydu feel the 


power of love - nay, (continued ſhe 
with a bewitching ſmile) you had 
better confeſs I dare ſay my little 


friend will not driye you to deſpair. 


*« Miſs Meadows! is not without 
4 her attractions, Madam, but if 
. lady Selyyn. is preſent, its impoſ- 
% fible to pay any attention to in- 


3 ferior beauty.——lt, 1 had never 
6 n her (continued I, ferching a 
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91 deep ſigh) I might not have deen 


* jinſenſible to the charms of Miſs 
„Meadows Happy Sir George! 1 


© whatan enviable ſituationis yours. 

But why Sir ſhould you envy 
your friend, (replied Lady Selvyn, 
affecting not to underſtand me) ac- 
cording to your own ſentiments of 


the matrimonial * he rather 


merits your pity ,—— 
My averſion to matrimony, 


« Madam, proceeded not from a 


«. diflike to that honourable ſtate, 


but from my never having been 
« happy enough to meet with a 


lady, who was formed to render 
te the marriage ſtate agreeable. In 
Lady Selvyn every perfection is 


CL united—had I known her ſooner, 


1 


M. [> — ©. [= 


* 


— 


bluſhing like crimſon) I have ever 
eſteemed Mr. Willoughbyzpiler 


IP you hey” cm an honourable 


* ceſs of my paſſion only that 


[ 43 ] 
« I'd been happy, but my unkind 
« fate has now deſtined me to be 
for ever wretched.” | 
As the friend of my Sir George 
(replied the charming woman 


me intreat you; Sir, e as youv: 


er- — ſubject-that 


* * 2x would! not 

be inks into. 4 
. Pardon me, deareſt da af. 

<<] have offended.” It was the ex- - 


4 e me to own the true 
. ſentiments 9 
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ſentiments of my heart, and not 


* (as you are pleaſed to think) a 
* diſhonourable opinion of your. 
© yirtug—but, fince I have been ſo 


* unhappy as to incur your dil ; 


« pleaſure, , (a, misfortune greater 
* than. any I ever experienced) let 


| « my. ſufferings | be-ever, ſo great, I. 


*« will never more offend Lady Sel- 
V vyn, by a ſubject that ſo much 
A diſpleaſes her. 

no anſwer to this e ſpeech, 
but we both continued in ſilence 
till the chariot ſtopped I offered 
my hand which ſhe did not refuſe, 


—— received | 


Since this I have not dared to 


offend. her by mentioning my love, 
but have behaved-ip ſuch a reſpect- 


ful and hairs manner, that 1 
think 
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18 1 
think I can diſcover ſome traces of 
pity in her lovely eyes— Let me 
but once gain that, Belford, and I 
ſhall not deſpair—for pity in the 
fair ſex is a ſure ſign of a growing 


paſſion — But its time to conclude 
this long epiſtle. Adieu, —pray for 


the ſucceſs of your friend, 


| Cnanies WirtLovonsy. 
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LETTER XXII. 
Lady SxLvxx, to Lach L—. 


Seloyn Hall. 


Of H, my Rien. how much # 


ſtand in need of your pre- 


ſence and advice—This friend of | 
| my Sir _ George. (I have but too 
much reaſon to fear) thinks of me 


in -a manner which I tremble to 


think of _Whenever he approaches 
% me, there is ſuch a viſible confu- 
ſion in his countenance, that plain- ä 


ly ſpeaks the tumult of his breaſt— 
Nay, he has even had the pre- 
ſumption to avow his guilty flame 


FOE have ſeveral times reſolved to 


acquaint 


tal 


acquaint Sir George; but am un- 
der the moſt dreadful apprehen- 
ſions, leſt the violence of his tem- 
per ſhould induce. him to demand 
ſatisfaction for this affront to his 
honour—By nature he is a ſecond | 
Chamont, and his knowledge of 
this affair might perhaps be attend- 
ed with the moſt fatal conſequence. 


—What can I do? Is there any. 
thing in my behaviour that has 


given Mr. Willoughby reaſon to 
think of me in a diſhonourable 
manner? Alas! my deareſt Lady: 
L—— what a perplexing ſituation 


is mine—If I do not reſent this- 


preſumptuous behaviour, it will be 


looked upon as an encouragement 
for An to continue it——l1 have 
it confined 
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(48 1 5 
confined myſelf (under a pretenee 
of the head- ach) theſe two or three 
days in my drefling-room—the 

only Piaes into which he does not 

intrude. Do, my dear friend, 

write foon, and tell me how you 
would act in my ſituation I am 

going this afternoon to pay a viſit 
to our good neighbour Lady Mea- 
dows. Sir George declines going— 
what can be the reaſon, he never 
before refuſed to attend me- But 
I have lately obſerved a very great 
alteration in his once charming 
temper 3 à reſerve that I cannot 
bear My vivacity, that was once 
ſo pleaſing, he now ſeems to look 
upon with indifference what can 

have occaſioned. this chan ge But 

| 1 muſt 


. 
I muſt throw aſide my pen, and 
attend my N. N ! I have 
no ſpirits to dreſs.— ts 
Oh, my dear friend, At a 
ſtrange and dreadful adventure 
When I returned yeſterday from 
Lady Meadows, Eliza informed 
me, that Mr. Willoughby had juſt 
left the houſe, and ſeemed to be in 
a violent paſſion; that as ſoon as 
he was gone, Sir George had re- 
tired into his chamber, where he 
had continued ever ſince. It is im- 
poſſible, my dear Lady L—, to 
deſcribe. the agitation. of my ſoul-—— 
I flew up ſtairs, and tap'd gently 
at the door“ Who is that who 
thus impertinently intrudes upon 
6 my ſolitude? It is me, Sir 
Vor. II. D George, 


(59 ] 
George, your once: beloved Dorins 
da My—repeated. hen with an 
emphaſis, you ſhould rather ſays 
Mr. Willoughby's In ſayingithis, 
he open d the door. For Heaven's 
fake, exclaimed I, (burſting: inte 


tears), what: means my dear Sit 
George? tell me, Sir in what 
manner I have offended you. His 
tender heart was ; melted; at ſceing 
me almoſt drowned: in tears; and 
putting on a more compoſed look, 
he intreated me to ſit dom, and 


reaching a chair, placed / himſcif by 


_me+Yow: will ddubtleſt, Lady 
ſurpriſed at the late change in my 
diſpoſition ut Heaven can: wit-" 


nels how Soma T-have: mündet 


100 - thought 


only to myfelf— 


1 
chought in the poffeflidif of my 
Dorinda, I was bleſt ' bey6nd the 
reach of mitfortunes : judge how 
cruel,” then, muſt be my ſituation; 5 
When I fbund the! beſtöwed tial 
love on another, which was due 


Oh, Sir, look not thus coldly oi 


your unhappy girl; fince I was 


yours, I have never beſtowed one 
moment's thought on any other 


perſon No, by heavens, l you are 


 deafer to me than life itſelf At- 


tempt- not to deceive me, (inter- 


rupted he) T have for ſevera eral days 


concealed my ſuſpicions, 4 te * 


pence of my oa tappitiels=Bur 


1 have met with to plain a 


| doof, any * d6abt the 


Hot: truth; 
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7 truth ; and, taking out his pocket- 
book, preſented me with a letter— 
I took it with trembling hands, 
and, peruſing it with my eyes 
ſwimming with tears, I found it 
was addreſſed to me, and wrote by 
Mr. Willoughby ; ; the — 
is the contents. 


"I E Lady SeLvvN.. 


AM FI then, Aa: Mas ſo 
happy as to have obtained your for- 
giveneſs; your charming eyes tell 
me that I am—Delightful thoughts, 
let me for a while indulge them, 
and atleaſt be happy in imagina- 
tion—The, thoughts of having 
ever offended. ſo much beauty, al- 


moſt 


— 28 


hwy = 6 — 


{- & 


moſt diſtracts me; but aſſure your- 


ſelf, deareſt madam, I will never' 
more offend you, by a' repetition 
of a ſubject that (unhappily for 


me) gave . fo much OT 
I am, | jay 4 '7 
with the greateſt ceſpedt, 
Lady SELvyN's much 


5 obliged and obedient ſervant, 


CnAkLES WILLOUGHBY. 


* 
* : EIF P PS | 
«4 * „ 5 
"YI 1 * F 
3 > 
4 * . 


Gueſd, 1 wid L-—, how great 


muſt be my ſurpriſe and indigna- 
tion, upon reading this epiſtle; 1 
intreated Sir George not to con- 
demn me unheard— And relying | 
upon my own innocence, (the con- 
ſciouſneſs or” which gave me the 
eee 5 W 


1 . 
greateſt atis action), I endeavour- | 
ed to-convince him of the injuſtice 
of his ſaſpicions—But in vain were 
all my arguments; for above two 
hours he refuſed to pay any atten- 

tion to what I ſaid— At laſt he 
began to grow more calm, and I 

conjur d him to Jiſten to what 1 

was going to unfold. 1 chen, 


Lady I., acquainted him with 
Mr. Willoughby s firſt avowing a 


| paſſion for me, and added, that 
Heaven could witneſs with what 
diſdain I received. this confeſſion— 
Iy othing (continued 1) but my ſin- 
cere regard for my Sit George, 
ſhould haye induced me to conceal, 
his preſumptuous behaviour—But 
1 Vas nd the moſt dre adful ap: 
Prehenſions 


1 55 ] 
prehenſians, leſt your knowledge | 
of this affair ſhould be Pprodudtive 
of the moſt fatal- conſequence. 
Fut if what you day, Madam, 


is founded upon truth, what 


E,cauſe had Mr. Ns to 


5 oF 


"Deareſt Sir, call me not Madam, 


call ane your Dorinda, and Iwill 
tell you any thing The letter 


whigh ſeems to give you ſo much 
aneaſineſs, I am entirely ignorant 


of —Bet allure yourfelf, that what- 


ever appearances may teſtify, I ne- 


ver gave him even the moſt diſtant 
encouragement 0 Tell me, dear 


* Sir, what there is of levity 
in my behaviour, that makes 


e ſuſpect my virtue {—No, 1 
« have: 


( 86 J 
4 have never injur'd you, even in 
e thought—As Mr. Willoughby 
“ was the friend of my Sir George, 
J looked upon him with a greater 
degree of complaiſance, than 1 
* ſhould if he had not—Alas ! lit- 
« tle did I imagine, that common 
„ civility, which is due to every 
e perſon, would have been con- 
+ ſtrued into criminality.” . 

May I then, ſaid he, claſping me 
to his boſom, ſtill call my Dorinda 


mine; and then, as if recollecting 
himſelf, he puſh'd me from him— 


But let me firſt, ſaid he, be tho- 
roughly convinced that you are in- 
nocent -I could no longer bear to 
ſee him in this frantic ſituation; 


my trembling limbs would no 
35 longer 


181 


longer ſupport me I fainted 
He called Eliza, and deſired her to 


take care of her unhappy lady—As 


ſoon as I was ſufficiently recovered, 


I wrote thus far—How this affair 
will end, I cannot tell; but I truſt 


in God to convince him of my in- 


nocence Write immediately, my 


deareſt friend, and pour the heal- 


ing balm of comfort into the * 
flicted heart 53 0 5535 


15 nenen diſtracted friend, 
20 hol Dehnen ö 
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Vourp. gracious heaven ut: 
grant my prayers, my: dear- 


ſt ca would ſoon be reſtord to 
her loſt peace of mind But there 
is a ſecret pleaſure reſulting from an: 


innocent heart, that will afford us 


comfort in the midſt of adverfity— 
It is not in the power of pen to 


paint the grief with, whichl was in- 


ſpired to find the happineſs of my 


deareſt friend thus nipt in the tender 


bud But comfort yourſelf,, |, 


[ 55 ] 
deareſt Lady Selvyn, Sir George 
will certainly be convinced how 
unjuſtly his fufpicions are founded, 
and I ſhall again have the inexpreſ- 
ſible happinefs of hearing that my 
friend is reſtored to her former 
ranquilkty—— How unhappy am I 
that it is not in my power to fly i im- 
mediately to Selyyn-Hall—a jour- 
ney that 1 ſhould undertake with 
the greateſt pleafure But, alas! 
the indifpoſition of my dearefl lord: 
(ho cannot bear me one moment 


out of his preſence) wilt not permit 2.91 


me to attend you at preſent hut " 
aſſure yourſelf, my deareſt friend, Ws, 
that as ſbon as it ĩs poffible to leave 
Him, Twill wait omyou. Happy half 
* if by my nee can alle 
; viate: 


1 
viate the unhappineſs of "Ys Sel- 
vyn. | 
Mr. Deleval returns from bis 
voyage next month With what 
impatience does his amiable lady 
count each tedious minute till the 
long wiſh'd for time arrives ſhe 
has been with me this week, and 
was preſent when I received your 
letter Accept, my deareſt friend, 

our ſincere and ardent wiſhes for 
your happineſs—and excuſe the 
ſhortneſs of my epiſtle, as Lord. 
J defires my attendance in his 
chamber Farewell, my dear 
Lady Selvyn With the moſt fer- 
vent prayers for your felicity, I re- 
main your ever ſincere friend, 
e Linn 
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LETTER XXIV. 


CHARLES Wit.Lovouny, E. to 
Captain BzLFORD. 


H! Tom—what an unlucky 
dog am I—juſt as I began to 
conceive the moſt flattering hopes 
that vanity could ſuggeſt, Sir George 
has taken it into his head to be jea- 
lous, and has poſitively forbid me 


his : houſe—Behold' me now at a 


wretched farm houſe, two miles di- 
ſtant from ae on " was 
glad to take him at his word: 
worſe conſequences ſhould: dub 
1 "hs forme days paſt thought I could: 
I" read 


- 2 : 
x ee eee le a 
N OL C- - 


0 1 * 
a OR oro Ä ͤQ»üů ee.” —_— — I 2 
- 


— — <3 ———— 
—— 4 —-- — * - 
"» > TED * — ; - 


65 


flipt it into her work-bag—As the 
devil would have it, Sir George, in 


looking for a pencil, diſcovered my 


billst doux—his henoup immgdi, 


ately. took the alarm, and he utter- 


ed the moſt bitten invectives ac 


auſed me of the moſt baſe ingrati-- | 
n value fer my liſe, I muſt imme 
diiately, leave: the place-- which I 
8 di without, ſaying ona wond either 

in vindication of the innedent lady: 


wyſelfr-Methinkes IL hoap you aſſu, 


if this Was not an actian baneath a2 
man of ſpipit ft leave a lovely- 


andi 


read forgiveneſs in the eyes of lady 
Selvyn--encourgged by theſe flat- 
tering hopes, I had penn'd a ſhort 
epiſtle to the charming woman, and 


wass unſullied- 
ford, I did not give myſelf time too 


0 63 if 
nal innocent woman a prey to 3 
half diſtracted and ſuſpicions huſ- 
band, without once engeavouring; 
to convince him that his honour 


Why truly, Bel 


think. of this till I had leſt the houſe: 


But I am refplved'ito- dee. Lady: 
Selvyn-ance.again,to inmeatiber.fare = 
giveneſs for the uohappineſs have: 


that this interview. will be Sata 


more, wretched. muſt (ee hen let 


the conſequence; be; What it willy; 
Nen. 


but by, what means cap, L 
this happineſs. Ohre axe, 
juſt hit upon a, moſt lucky,cxpedi- 


RET This i woman gene: 
rally 
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rally takes'a walk in the cool of the 
evening to a little grotto at the bot- 


tom of the garden there will I con- 


* ang RR : by! 0 of 


„ 0 


ſhall not fail. to uſe the pimbſt, of 
my endeavaurs to melt her into 
tenderneſs Perhaps the ill beha- 
viour of Sir George on this oeca- 


ſion may create in her an averſion 
to him, and help to make me ap- 
dulge the pleaſing! thought When 


a woman is accuſed unjuſtly, it of- 
ten raiſes the dear ſpirit of revenge, 


and prompts them to do that, 
which | before their innocent heart 


would have ſhrunk to think of — 


If ber is the diſpoſition of Lady 


e 


„ 
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Selvyn, I may ſtill be happy 


Adieu, the hour draws near on 
which depends the eternal happi- 
neſs or miſery « of, 


Yours, 


* . 
1 9 
. 32 


C. Wir Troveng v. 
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LETTER XXV. 


Lady SxLvvx, 10 Lach L—. 


11 LAS, my friend !—how ſhall I 
1 i .  *— unfold my grief ?——I am 
T1 1 now truly wretched—wretched be- 
yvond all hopes of future happineſs 
Lay ſtill my throbbing heart, 
| while I write my diſmal tale That 
wretch—that vile ungrateful man, 
Dy baſely concealed himſelf in the 
_ grotto—l went as uſual to take my 
evening walk, and, juſt as I was 
paſſing it, I heard ſomebody intreat 
me to return—l was frightened, 
(8 | and ran with haſty eps towards the 
houſe— 
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houſe—he followed me Upon the 
fight of Mr. Willoughby Lfainted | 
away—he.took me in his arms, and 
ſeated himſelf an the graſs, my head 
realined on this boſom IN this ſi- 
tuation Sir George found usmpic- 
1 tyxe to yourſelf how great muſt be 
his ſurpriſe and indignatiou--Mnr 
: grateful woman, exelaimed herr 
s and chen, addgaſfing himſalf to; Mr. 
Walloughhy, prepare his moment, 
thou vorſt of e e 
„„ this open infult to my hon 1 
by abis time, (rouſed by the loud- 
neſe of their voices) I had opened 
my eyes, and, tecollefting where 1 
Was, ſprung from his arms n 
vain did I atteſt my inngcence It 
ſeryed * to irritate Sir George 
word | With 


1 66 1 


With the moſt reproachful looks, 

he defired me to be ſilent, and not | 
to endeavour / to extenuate one ; 
crime by the committing iof! ano-| F 
ther lt is impoſſible to ſpeak 
the anguiſh of my ſoul-I threw 1 
myſelf at his feet, and conjur'd him | 


by all the ties of humanity to hear 
me- but he remained inexorable! 
and, turning to a ſervant (chat had 
been drawn thither by my ſhricks)” 
he deſired him to convey me into 
the houſe What pen can paint 
the tortures of my ſoul, when in a 
few minutes I ſaw him brought in 
bleeding I ran to him in the vi- 
olence of my grief when, lifting 
up his eyes, he commanded me to 
leave him— This cruel | ſentence 
threw 


[I % | 


thiew me into a. Fe fainting fit, 
in which 1 was conveyed to my 


chamber-all night did I continue 


in this wretched fituation—When I 
came to be a little recovered;- I en- 
quired after dit George-Eliza (who ; 


had never left my bed fide) went 


down ſtairs, and was informed that 
he had ordered: the chariot by four 
in the morning, in which he had 


et out with all imaginable ſ ſpeed 


for London What dreadful 
news was this the exceſs of my 
grief threw tie into 2 violent fever, 
and for ſome days I was thought to 
be on the borders of the graye—l 
knew no one that approached 


me except Elizä, and refuſed to . 
take any batten ce ——Three days 


36G after 


1 7 } 
ö LF 


after Sir George left Selvyn · hall, I 
received — rigerousſen> 
tende: 


5 Madam, 0 208: 
Ir wilbbe needleſs” to tell you 
how much I ſuffered before I could 
brin g myſelf to a reſolution of bid- 
ding. you an eternal farewell — but 
my! honour demands this ſacrifice— 
Alas! little did I think that my haps 
pineſs (which 1 vainly thought was 
permanent) would ſo ſoon be clou- 
ded—I upbraid you not, but leave 
your, | own conſcience to be your 
monifor—that will tell you how 
much 1 I have b been inj jured.— Heaven 
can wittieſs v with What exceſs I lo- 
ved—and | d vainly thought y vou capg 
ble 


* 


ae © 8 8 


1-8 
ble of a pafſion equally as pure ay 
mine—Bur I- now plainly. ſee how 


greatly I have been deceived, and 


muſt now bid adieu to every hope 


of happineſs—In you was centered 
each fond hope I lived but on the | 


ſmiles of my Dorinda Alas Imuſt 
no longer call her mine diſtract- 
ing thoughts my bleeding heart 


can never ſupport this dreadfub 
change— 


Or all a Hickions taught wiover yet, 
£6 is ſure the hardeſt ſcienee to forget. 


But I muſt not give way to tlüls f= 


| til tendernieſs- for ſuch it has been 
ü May) you, madam, in 


92 && 4 


your more ſerious moments, , reflect 


en har! 14 is happened, and may 


heaven: 


— 


1 ] 

heaven grant you a penitent heart 

It is in vain to write—l have alrea- 

dy been too much deceived, ever 

more to give ear to the falſe delu- 

ſive tongue of woman——Accept 

this as the laſt farewell of 

your unhappy injured huſband, 

G. SELVYN. 


Oh! my friend! what a heart- 
breaking ſight was this—Can any 

diſtreſs equal mine—— My father, 
_overcome with ſorrow, weeps over 
his unhappy girl—1 fear it will be 
too much for his aged heart to ſuſ- | 
tain——Alas ! | what irreparable mi- 
ſery has this villain overwhelmed 
us in—I have no other conſolation. 
| than a conſciouſneſs of my own in- 
nocence. 


„„ 


tuteof virtue Diſtracring thou 


In 
. to 


Gad and myſelf Te S Gebrge 


appear as a wretch entirely = 


h, gracious heaven, to A 


-throne I: offer up the | moſt ferveht 


prayers not to deſert me in this 
dreauful eriſis but fend ſome guar- 


dian angel to whiſper to his foul 


ho much I have been injured by 


theſe umjuſt ſuſpioions. ai hu 


My trembling hand wall no lofi- 
ger ſupport my pen Oh my 
ee. heart cnn ih 
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_ lent lady, I fear, is ſeized by the 
cold arm of death She has been 
for ſeveral days quite delirious—nc- 
ver was there ſo dreadful a ſcene— 
Mr. ; Catſby refuſes to be comfort- 
ed. and will not leave the room 
he fits whole hours, weeping over 
his dying child—while ſhe, poor la- 
dy is continually aſking i for Sir 
Seorge - But, alas! ſhe aſles in 
vain—he i is at too great a diſtance to 
bear her ſighs A heart of ' ada- 
mant could not be witneſs to this 
diſmal, ſeene, without being melt- 
ed into tears Mr. Willoughby 


| expired yeſterday, morning in the 


- greateſt agonies, at a farm houſe in 

the neighbouring village When 

7 Op N e him that his 
6 | wounds 


[ 95 J. 


ma were mortal he called for 
pen and ink, and wrote immediate- 
ly to Sir George - what the purport 


of this letter was, I have not yet 


heard But I am informed, that 
in his laſt moments, he atteſted the 


innocence of Lady Selvyn, and | 


yielded up his breath in the moſt 
reſigned and penitent manner 


Alas what a ſerious lecture of mo- 


rality might the untimely death of 
this young gentlemai teach to the 


libertine part of mankind— That 


once gay ſprightly youth, who was _ 

once the life of diſcourſe, and dar- 2 

; ling of his companions, is now be- 5 

come a pale and ghaſtly corpſe— 5 
⁊ ſpectacle of miſery and horror — 


3 his ſoul i 18 fled Fled to the ſu- 
preme 


1 70 1 
* preme Judge, chere to give up its 
=_ evidence—an evidence regiſtered 
in heaven. Ohl may the gay 
and choughtleſs, (warned by his un- 
happy fate) learn to follow the paths 
of virtue, leaſt, like him, they fall a 


ſacrifice to vice—Pardon me, ma- 


dam, for making this long digreſ- 


fion—morality from ſo young a pen 


may, perhaps, ſound formal—but, 


to a perſon of Lady L—— s Wor- 


thy character, I need make no apo- 


1 muſt now throw alide | 


logy— 


my pen, to attend my unhappy 1 


dy- Alas! what : a diſmal ſight to 


ſee this ſo late blooming beauty, 
p pale and emaciated—Oh, may the 
be reſtored to ber loft health and 
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LETTER XXVII. 


EL1za to Lady L — 


Seluyn- Hall. 


V the defire of Lady Selvyn, I 
once more do myſelf the ho- 
nour of writing to Lady L- 


Happy am I, that it is now in my 


power to relieve her anxiety — 
Your excellent friend, madam, has 


this morning received a letter from. 
Sir George, in which he intreats her 


forgiveneſs, and will be at Selvyn- 
hall in a few hours, to throw him- 
ſelf at the feet of injur'd innocence 
—— The ſurpriſe and Joy was too 

great, 
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great, it overpowered the weak ſpi- 
rits of Lady Selvyn, and ſhe fell in- 
to a ſtrong fainting fit, from which 
with the greateſt difficulty we reco- 4 
vered her And does he then be- 
lieve me innocent (exclaimed the 
amiable lady) I ſhall now die con- 
_ tented—and again ſhe ſunk into a- 
nother fit Alas! I fear this ſudj- 
den change will be too much for 
her weak ſpirits Poor Sir 
George how great will be his 
grief, to behold that lovely wo- 
man, whom he left in the height of 
beauty, thus changed But he 
comes I muſt go meet him—lay 

ſtill my heart, while I prepare him 
for this diſmal ſight „ 
* * * * XR * * * * 


Oh, 


_ gently towards the bed, and put 
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Oh, madam! it is not in the 
power of pen to paint this moving 
ſcene The meeting of Sir George 
and Lady Selvyn would have diſ- 
ſolved the moſt obdurate heart into 
tenderneſs As ſoonas I conduct - 
ed him to the room, he advanced 


back the curtains Lady | Selryn 
was: juſt fallen into a gentle ſum- 
ber he ſtood for ſome minutes 


gazing on her late blooming face 
without uttering a word then, as 
if inſenſible what he was doing, he 


called aloud on his Dorinda to 2 
e Rouſed by his well known 


voice, ſhe opened her charming 
eyes, and caſt on him the moſt ten- 
der look—He threw hintſelf on his 
FA; | : knees 


knees at her bedfide, implored her 


forgiveneſs in the moſt pathetic - 
terms- then called on heaven to 
witnefs with what fincerity he loved | 


her—She ftretched out her emaciat- 
ed hand, which he ' eagerly ſeized, 


and almoſt devoured with kiſſes— 
then again intreated her to forgive 

him our forgiveneſs has long 

been granted (ſaid Lady geleyn)— 


Lonly wiſhed to convince: my dear 


Sit George, that I had never wer- 


ved from the paths of virtue 


No, not even in thought—If he be- | 


lieves me innocent, 1 am ſatisfied 


es, replied he, {claſping 8 
the almoſt dying fair i in his arms) 1 


am convinced that my Dorinda i is 5 


virruous—the 3 is purity itſelf— 


E 5 only 


FI : 
— 1, Wir 


” J — 
5 
” 
: OC — A RCA 19 — 
— ̈ Se — „ ˙ — — — 
** 1 
: a * = \ 8 
- — — 


* 
* 1 

———— ů —— — — 
—— 

a - 
Py " 
*. * OY & 2 N = * 
8 EDT? 23 - þ 
i - G 
- 2 *. 3 
= . 
2 5 — 


1 


1 8 J 
Oh, madam ! it is not in the 


power of pen to paint this moving 

| cane The meeting of Sir George 
and Lady Selvyn would have diſ- 

ſolved the moſt obdurate heart into 


tenderneſs As ſoon as I conduct 
ed him to the room, he advanced 


| gently towards the bed, and pur 
back the curtains Lady Selvyn 


was: juſt fallen into a gentle ſlum- 


ber he ſtood for ſome minutes 


gazing on her late blooming face 


without uttering a word then, as 
if inſenſible what he was doing, he 
called aloud on his Dorinda to a- 


ake Rouſed by his well known | 
voice, ſhe opened her charming 


eyes, and caſt on him the moſt ten- 
der look—He threw himſelf on his 


— 


knees 
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knees. at her bedfide, | implored her 
forgiveneſs in the moſt pathetic 
terms - then called on heaven to 
witnefs with what fincerity he loved 
der. She ſtretched out her emaciat- 
ed hand, which he eagerly feized, 
and almoſt devoured with kifſes— 

then again intreated her to forgive 
him— Your forgiveneſs has long 
been granted—(faid Lady geloyn)— 
Lonly wiſhed to convince my dear 
Sic George, that I had never ſwer- 
ved from the paths of virtue 
No, not even in thought—If he be- | 
lieves me innocent, I am ſatisfied 
es, replied he, {claſping 
the almoſt dying fair i in his arms) [ 
am "convinced. that my Dorinda is 
virraous—the i is purity itfelf——I 


M6. only 
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only have been to blame in giving 


way to groundleſs jealouſy— Alas 
how ſhall I atone for this unpar- 
donable crime But tell me, dear 
Sir, (interrupted Lady Selvyn) to 
what am I to aſcribe this happy 

change If it will not be too 
much for my Dorinda, I will in- 
form her all- but I fear, in your 


9 preſent low ſtate, it will affect 


your ſpirits Would it not be 

4 better to compoſe yourſelf a lit- | 
C © tle.” —*<* No, Sir, I can feel my- 
« ſelf ſurpriſingly mended—your 
10 preſence has raiſed my drooping 
heart and I ſhall liſten with plea- 


0 ſure to any ching that proceeds 


*« from themouth of my Sir George. 
—He then, madam, ſeated himſelf 
by 


> © TS 
by the fide of the bed, and began as 
follows“ After I had wrote that 
« cruel letter to my dear Dorinda, 
I was preparing to leave the king- 
5 dom] could not bear to conti- 
nue in a place, where every thing 
brought to my remembrance π 
* unhappy fate—1 was in a condis 1 
*« tion very near allied to madneſs 
The day before that which I had 
fixed for my departure, a ſervant 
arrived to acquaint me, that Mr. 
« Willoughby had that morning 
expired of the wound which ne. 
had received from my hand- and 
« in his dying moments had i injoin- 
ed thoſe who were pre) ant, to 
© convey the following letter to the 
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** hands of his injured friend, with 
all a4 Oe 


To Sir George Selvyn. 


: Oh! how ſhall I addreſs myſelf 
to my much injured friend——But, 
Oh! Sir, let me conjure you not to 
diſdain the peruſal of the laſt lines 
you will ever receive from me 
I am haſtening towards my diſſolu- 
tion—My fate, I own, is juſt—but 1 
4 cannot leave this world, without 
firſt aſſuring you how much Lady 
Selvyn has been injured— She ne- 
ver received an avowal of my guil - 
ty paſſion, but with the greateſt ab- 
horrence — No, ſhe. is innocence 
in its moſt lovely form—Wretch | 
that 


. 
chat l was, ever to harbour a thought 
in prejudice of fo much virtue 
The eoncealing myfelf in the gar- 
den was entirely unknown to her 
She came as uſual to take her eve- 
ning's walk the ſurpriſe ſhe was in 
at meeting me there, occaſioned her 
to faint I caught her in my 
arms In that ſituation you found 
us, and, without liſtening ta any 
thing ſhe could urge in vindication 
of her honour, forced her from 
your preſence——Oh how my 
heart bleeds, to think what ſhe 
muſt have ſuffered by this unkind 
behaviour Ray gracions heaven 
forgive me This laſt offence lies 
| heavier on my ſoul than any crime 
I ever committed but I conjure 
e | _ 


1 363 


you, George, fly immediately to 


this innocent ſufferer, and, if poſſi- 
ble, do not curſe me the wounds 


you gave me are mortal—but I 


forgive you——May heaven pour 
down its choiceſt bleſſing on your 
head, 1 4-5 
prays your dying friend, 

En. WIr LOUGHBY.. 
"The incloſed is a copy of my will, by 


which you will find yourſelf e to 
twenty thouſand pounds. a 


% When I had read this letter, 


© did not heſitate one moment, but 
d wrote, immediately to my Do- 


e rinda, and ſet out myſelf direct- | 


ly after the meſſenger, in hopes. 


* to obtain forgiveneſs of my in- 
Jured 
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« jured angel.” Here Sir. George 
ended—and, as he had not taken a- 
ny refreſhment ſince his arrival, La- 
dy Selvyn intreated him to go down 
ſlairs, where dinner was prepared 
but he would not be perſuaded to 
leave the room— nor would he eat 
any thing, without her permiſſion 8 
to have it brought into the cham- 
ber There he ſpends all his 
time — Sometimes, when ſhe finds 
herſelf rather better, this amiable 
man reads to amuſe her at others 
he plays the moſt ſoft melodious 
notes on the harpſichord, to ſooth 
her into gentle ſlumber Never 

did 1 fee ſuch manly tenderneſs 
9 80 Tm" looks ſurpriſingly 

8 better, 


"Wh - 
better, fines the arrival ef Ge 


« But the roſes will bloom, 
ve When there” $ Fe in the breaſt, 8 


The phyſicians thaw Linen orders 
"hs her to take the air—and to- 
aorrow ſhe. intends leaving her 

| commer | | madam, what a 

happy change is this—bur heaven 
always, protects innocence like hers 
— Miſs Meadows has been ſeveral 
times to viſit Lady Selvyn during 
ber illneſs but was nat preſent 
when Sir Sante arina — 
to a perſon. more worthy to be the 


89 
am, with the greateſt reſpeck. To” 


ladyſhip' 8 
obedient ſervant, 


"Brian, 


— 


Lady Scvyn is impatient to hear from her 
deareſt friendr : 
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LETTER XXVIL 
Lady L-—— 70 Lady SELVYN. 


A Cen, my deareſt friend, the 
* > ſincereſt congratulations of a 
heart overflowing with joy—Ob'! 
may your return of happineſs be 
laſting as your life, and may it ne- 
ver more be allayed with pain 
What have not I ſuffered ſince I 
received your letter—It is impoſſi- 
dle to expreſs my unhappineſs, and 
the thoughts of not having it in my 
power to comfort you by my pre- 
ſence, rendered my anxiety ſtill 
greater With what impatience did 


I wait the arcival of the poſt, ſtil! 


in 


RH 

in hopes of a more ſatis factory let- 
ter When it came, I hardly durſt 
break the ſeal My agitation was 
ſo great, that I could not for ſome 


moments compoſe my flutter d ſpi- 
rits. But with what joy was I 
inſſ pired, to ſind that my friend was 
again reſtored to her loſt happi- 
neſs——Eliza's deſcription of the 
meeting between Sir George and 
my deareſt friend would excite 
tears of tenderneſs from the moſt 
harden d wretch. She really is a 
moſt amiable girl; 1 love her, 
though I have not yet ſeen her 
I intend being at Selvyn-Hall the 
latter end of next week, if my Ed- 
ward's health will permit. Oh! 
my friend, how impatient am I to 
215 | ſee 
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ſee you.; nothing but, the indiſpo- 
ſition. of my deareſt lord ſhould 
have kept me ſo long from the pre- 
ſence of Lady Selvyn Veſterday 1 
went to Grove Park, accompanied 
It was the firſt. 


by Lord 1. 


time of our going, ſince the return 
of Mr. Deleval He met us at the 


gate, and handad: me out of the. 
chariot in the moſt graceful man- 


ner — He is really, my dear, a very 
elegant figure—Since- his return, 
the houſe looks like the palace of 
ſome caſters monarch. It is al- 
moſt covered with the riches of the 
eafternworld—Mrs.Deleval preſent - 
ed me with a whole piece af beauti- 


ful ſprig d India muſlin, and ſeveral | 


little * day was ſpent 


in 


93 1 
in the moſt agreeable manfler— we 
returned about ſix in the evening 
As the weather was yery pleaſant, 


they accompanied us eight or nine 
miles on horſeback— Mrs. Deleval 
is very fond of that exerciſe—T 
would have perfuadet them to have 
come quite through, but they ex- 
cufed chemſelves, as they expected 
ſome company to-day- We 
: have made great alterations, ſince 
Thad the pleafure of ſeeing Lady 
Belvyn—The 61 tapeſtry hangings | 
have given place to. the moſt beau- 
tiful India paper; and every thing 8 
wears quite a mew fave—I'w iſh you 
eould accompany us When we re- 
turn from Selvyn- Hall But where 
am running; the time now-draws 
: nigh 
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E nigh, when the country will have 


loſt its charms—The ſun now de- 
tained in fairer climes, riſes like 
an unwilling viſitant, and walks 
with ſhy indifference along the 


ed ges of the ſouthern ſky——The 
trees begin- to loſe their verdure; 


Nature will ſoon be diveſted of her 


beautiful robes, and fit like a for- 
lorn dif conſolate widow—1 muſt 
not indulge the thoughts of ſeeing 


my deareſt friend at L— Park, 


till the return of ſpring: But 


while i in town, we will be inſe- 
| parable companions M rs. Fre- 
mour left the country laſt week. 
She called on me the day before 
her departure, and deſired her ſin- 
cere reſpect I am, my dear- 
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prayers for a long c 
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LETTER NXVL. 


Lok ssivvn, to Laß "Re 


AM at laſt, by the divine fa 
vour of heaven, enabled to 
reſume my pen—Much am I ob- 
liged to my deareſt Lady L— for 
her kind wiſhes—Oh! my friend, 
with what impatience do I with 
your arrival at Selvyn Hall-I am 
already very much mended in my 
health, but your preſence will con- 
tribute greatly towards my perfect 
recovery—1 have been ſeveral times 
in the Park, ſupported by my ami- 
able Sir George and Eliza—I find 
walking 1 is of infinite ſervice to me 
But 
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But I cannot bear to enter the 


garden—That ſcene of woe is con- 


tinually preſent in my imagination 
| —Sir George has given orders for 
the protto to be deſtroyed, which 
Tam very glad of, as I cannot look 
on it without the greateſt horror— 
Lady Meadows has been to con- 
gratulate me on my recovery; and 
Miſs Kitty ſpends the greateſt part 
of her time at Selvyn Hall—Her 


vivacity contributes greatly towards 


raiſing my ſpirits, which, ſince my 


illneſs, have been very much de- 


| preſſed Never was any one more 


tender than Sir George His be- 
haviour is, if poſſible, every day 


more engaging—lIf my dear friend 
will let me know what day ſhe in- 


Vor. . tends | 


— 


S 


tends coming, we will, meet her 
two or three miles on the road 


But I believe J muſt lay afide my 
pen—I think I have wrote a great 
deal for the firſt time of my at- 
tempting to write ſince my illneſs 
"I am, my dear Lady L— 


Your ſincere friend, 
DoRINDA SELVYN. 


AT 


5 LI ET you R mY 


I L— to Mre. DELEVAL. 


[ Take the earlieſt opportunity 


of acquainting my dear ſiſter, 


that I arrived yeſterday | at Selvyn- 


Hall—Lady Selvyn met us at B—. 


Never, Mrs. Deleval, did I ſee fo 


great a change —She does not look 
like the ſame woman ; and yet the 
dear creature ſays ſhe looks ſur- 
prifingly better than ſhe did a few 
days ago — As ſoon as Tight: 


ed from the chariot, I was prompt- 
ed by a ſecret impulſe to inquire 
after Eliza—But when ſhe appeat- 


om Ion e how kreat Was 


my 
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my ſurprize; in the features of 
Eliza, I beheld the loſt Maria—l 
flew to embrace her She flung her 
arms around my neck, and ming- 
led her tears of joy with mine 
All this time Lady Selvyn and Sir 
George were ſilent ſpectators Oh, 


madam, exclaimed I, it is my ſiſ- 


ter, my long loſt Maria — And 1s 
my Eliza then the ſiſter of my 
deareſt friend (ſaid the amiable 
| lady—) I now wonder not at my 


attachment to her——Oh! Miſs 
mW aulkner, (faid ſhe), turning to 


Maria, why did you not acquaint 


me ſooner, that you was the fiſter 
| I ſhould have then 1 
treated you more worthily—Your 
behaviour to me, deareſt madam, 5 


G : 


of Lady L 
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(replied. the grateful Maria), has 
been generous beyond expreſſion. 
Never did any one experience ſuch 
kind difintereſted friendſhip—Till 
now I did not imagine, that in the 
perſon of Lady L— I ſhould 
find a ſiſter—But Providence has 
been doubly kind, in raiſing me a 
friend in Lady Selvyn, and now in 
_ reſtoring to me my Emilia—When | 
our emotions, ariſing from this 
pleaſing diſcovery, were a little 
abated, I begged of Maria to ac- 
quaint me with what had happen- 
ed fince our ſeparation—She pro- 
poſed a walk in the park; to which 


I readily | complied—But Lady: 


| Selvyn declared ſhe would not part 
with us till after tea About fix we _ 
38 allied 
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fallied forth; and, ſeating ourſelves 
in a little Chineſe a Maria 
began her recital : 7 
About a year offi you | leſt 
«© home, my mamma began to 
change her behaviour She no 
longer treated me as a favourite, 
© but was continually reminding | 
me that I was dependent on her 
bounty She one day told me, it 
*« was not in her power to ſupport 
me any longer in dreſs and ex- 
e travagance, unleſs I would con- 
„ {ent to what ſhe was going to 
* propoſe—Your perſon, my dear 
1 Maria, (ſaid the vile woman), 
„has attracted. the eyes, of many 
of our acquaintance; but Sir 


4 4 William R ſeems more ſen-⸗ 5 
10 ſiblß 


. P 169: J 


«« fibly to feel the powerful effects 


& of your beauty, than any of your 


*.admurers—lTt. is true, (continued 5 
e ſhe), his perſon is not the moſt 


d amiable in the world, but a wo- 


man of pradence would not let 
that be an hindrance to the mak- 
ing of her fortune——He has 


* riches, that will ſupply the defi- 


ciency; af perſonal attractions 


"0 and 1 dare ſay, would make a 


I very good huſband 1 liſtened 
*© attentively to what ſhe: ſaid ; and 
«© when ſhe had finiſhed, I replied, 


that I did not ſee any: thing ſo 
very deſpicable in the perſon of 


Sin William. But (added I) 
what reaſon babe you, madam, 


; (0 en he entertains ſuch fa- 
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If Ws: 1 
* yourable ſentiments of me ERP 


0 Why, to keep you no longer in 
" ſuſpence, (ſays my mama), he 
% has told me the ſituation of his 
© heart, and will be here this af- - 


© ternoon to make an open avowal 
of his paſſion—With ſaying this, 


** ſhe left me to prepare 2 for 5 


© his reception—— 


© I will not diſown the pleaſing . 
T ſenſations of my little proud | 
* heart—I was quite intoxicated 
with joy at the thoughts of this 


© advantageous offer, Alas! I did 


not then ſee through the artifiggs 


of that vile woman! dreſſed 


« myſelf with the moſt becoming 


*« negligence, to receive my lover 


e y charmo n were greatly heigh- NE 
© rened s 


L 105 J 
cc tened by the joy which ſparkled 
«© in my eyes When I had per- 
*« formed the pleaſing taſk of dref-  - 
« ſing, I ſurveyed myſelf with un- 
* ſpeakable delight, and could not 
© Took upon my growing beauty, 
« without feeling the moſt pleaſing” 
* palpitations Oh! vanity, thou 
darling foible of the ſex; what 
“ follies are we not liable to, When | 

« we indulge thee! 11 5 
About five o'clock Sir william 
came Im his preſence” I felt a 
mixture of trouble, pleaſure, and 
er; for the thoughts of being 
"oF beloved; never fails to-inſpire us 
; « with pleaſure, and always finds 
* place either in our hearts · or 
our vanity —Excuſe, my dear 
5 eine 
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to which I readily complied. 


N 6 1 


r ſiſter, theſe. frequent digreſſions 


„As my mama had e | 
«© me of the motive of this viſit, I 


© was prepared for his avowal, of 
cc, love; which he uttered in the oe 
208 moſt {| ubmiſſive and reſpectful 


c terms—l neither encouraged, nor 

«© forbid him to hope; but be- 
% haved in ſuch a manner as might 
* plainly. convince him I was not 
« diſpteaſed with this confeſſion 


When he took his leave, he beg- 


ged he might be permitted to 
e wait on me again the next day; 


© Ag ſoon. as be was gone, my 


% mama antertd the 100 Sir 
% William went away ſeemingly 
16 ory: well pleaſed with his viſit—- 

| - | hops. | 


* 2 


„) 

10 J hope, Maria, you have not 
« given him cauſe to deſpair But 
e. his. looks tell me you have not 
been eruel . This will be a very 
nne, conqueſt, J aſſure 
* you—T make no doubt but Sir 
William will prove a very ge- 
1 nerous lover To this ſpeech I 
© made no anſwer, for I was quite 
diſguſted with theſe intereſted 
8 mercenary views lt is true, the 
* perſon of Sir William was not 
the moſt charming, neither was 

it, in my opinion, the moſt diſ- 

«..crecable. But, at the fame 

time; L will net diſown. that 1 
]» captivated with the thoughts 
40 of being raiſed to a more exalted 
*« ſphere than even my moſt ſan- 


** guine 
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> guine wiſhes could have expected 


And the thoughts of being 


ſubject to the capricious temper 


of my mama, made me the 


more gladly embrace this propo- 
« fal—To be ſhort; he was very 


« conſtant in his viſits above fix 
weeks, during which time, he 


„gave me ſeveral very valuable 
„ preſents—I received them as 


from a perſon to whom, in a ſhort 


« time, I ſhould be united by the 
«© moſt ſacred bonds—But, alas! 
% how much was I deceived. He 
«now, | little by little, £ began to 


% throw off the cloak—One day, . 


« after having entertained me a 


1 . hour with the ſincerity of 
«6 Kis | 


+ 4 ; 

«© his paſſion, he addreſſed me in 

ce the following manner: 
I am indeed tenderly attached 
* to my dear Maria But that you 
«© will have infinite more reaſon 
to think by my future actions — 
i My eſtate is very large; and I 
„will ſupport you in a manner 
« equal to my love. If you know 
«© how to value your own intereſt, 
«you muſt not be ſcrupulouſly 
nice ſpeak to you as a man 
« who is conſcious that you muſt 
« live; and neceſſity is a terrible 
" thing—Mrs. Faulkner has con- 
&« feſſed to me, that ſhe can no 
longer ſupport you—If you will 
« leave her, I will immediately 
« provide ſome . genteel lodgings, 
6 and I 


* and ſettle on you two hundred a 


year for life What do you re- 


* ſolve, my- dear, continued. he, 


after a momentis pauſe. 
« At firſt, 1 could make no an- 
„ ſwer;; ſuch, an open indignity 


quite confounded me; filled me 


** with, amazement, and almoſt 


took from me the; power of 


* ſpeech, For ſome moments I 
© remained immoyeable—l could” 


<©< no longer reſtrain my teats; they 


* « guſhed. in torrents from my Qver- 
9 charged eyes. 


I plainly . he loved me; 
8 loved, did I ſay ? No, let me ra- N 
© ther. think he indulged an incli - 


* nation infinitely, below that no- 
5 ble paſſion, which: exerts itſelf 
66 in 


[ 14 1 Il 
tin the moſt pure and ardent de- 
* fires after the happineſs of the 
*. beloved object. I thought too, 
. rab in W his 1 


70 think I had * bas lh v views 
„with that- vile mother, who 
wanted to betray me into ſhame 
and wretchedneſs — Prudence 
* whiſperedme, that. I ought im- 
1 mediately to return them — But I 
aſſembled a thouſand: reflections 
in order to excuſe to myſelf the 
* indeterminate ſtate. of a mind 
8 n to part with what, flattered 
* its vanity But, aſhamed. of his 
views, and ſhocked at his de- 
_ © teſtable, propoſal, 1: defired to | 
{© know. whas he had: ever ſeen in 
4 * my 


112 
„my behaviour that could gire 
him cauſe to treat me thus un- 
„ worthily. Know, Sir, that tho“ 
poor, I can be virtuous—F am 


„not ignorant of the indigence to 


„which my mama has it in her 
© power to reduce me: but is it 


not both baſe and ungenerous in 


you to infult me in my diſtreſs 
El deteſt both your vile propo- 
© (al, and yourſelf for daring to- 
offer it At that time J had on 
* gold watch, which he had given 
me; there, ſaid I, throwing it 


on the table with a contemptu- 


** ous ſneer, (which expreſſed the 


** emotions of a young, proud, 
„ but, at the ſame time, virtuous 


1.“ heart), that is one of the glit- 


*« tering, 


* 


_ 


Ls 
* tering baubles which were in- 
*« tended as a bribe to my virtue; 

« the reſt l will immediately fetch 
% down, and return to their gene- 
*rous diſintereſted owner Theſe Rey 

4 ſhining ornainents will be of very 
s little ſervice, but virtue will 
* ſupport me under the greateſt 
*« afflictions—And away I tripped, 

4 in order to fetch them—As I was 
going out of the room, he caught 
© me by the gown—Do not be ſo 
* haſty, Maria; 1 applaud your . 
« virtue, and am very glad to ſee 

your ſentiments are not depreſſed 
* with your circumſtances—What 

„have been propoſing, was only 

to ſee how far the love of virtue 

* would carry you No, Heaven 
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I 114 1 
« can witneſs the purity of my in- 
% tentions; therefore do not, my 


| 6 dear girl, be ſo violent 1 could | 


60 very plainly ſee throu gh his mean 0 
H artifices—A man of unfeigned 


5 9 honour (replied I) would: ſcorn 


to give one moment's. pain to the 


« girl of his heart If you ſincerely 
loved, you would never have 
*© affronted me in this groſs, un- 
* worthy- manner. Beſides, the 


* man who could once dare to ſuſ- 
pet my virtue, let his: profeſ- 
* ſions be afterwards ever ſo ho- 


2 nöurable, EF: would not. | receive 3 


as a lover, but ſhould al- 


* ways look upon him as a wretch 
* unworthy of my eſteem— Fill 


TOS threw off the cloak of ho- 
bp Nour, 


/ 


115 J 

* nour, (for it certainly deterves 
6 no other name), J entertained a 
* ſincere and virtuous friendſhip | 


for Sir William R. But I 1 
„am now undeceived, and ſhall 
for the future deſpiſe you as 
* ought—He flood. filent and con- 
* fus'd——Before- he had time to 
* form an anſwer, I flew. out of 
e the room, and left him to me- 
1 ditate on what had paſſed, In 
« going up ſtairs I met my mama 
„ — What, has happened, Maria, 


* you, ſeem to be in a, flutter—lI 
made no anſwer, but flounced 
= FN by her 


„ 


0 Great ſouls grow always haughty | in. 
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© I'm ſure it was ſo with me But 


* as ſoon as I got into my cham- 
* ber, I burft into tears, and be- 
** moaned my unhappy fate How 

often did I anxiouſly wiſh for 
„you, my deareſt Emily; but in 


% yain—I had- no companion in 


* whom I could confide——1 went 


„ down as ſoon as Sir William 


* was gone—Upon my entering 
* the room, my mama aroſe, and, 


© taking hold of my hand with a 
* ſhew of tenderneſs, How much : 
„have I been deceived, my dear, 


in the behaviour of Sir William, 


I always looked upon him as a 


** man of an unblemiſh'd character rs! 
„But I have diſmiſſed him ; he 


ſhall no more dare to Ae 


cc you x 


WR +2 © 


54-08 you with his diſhonourable pro- 


“ poſals. Though our fortune is 
© not ſo large as it has been, we 
** may ſtill make a tolerable appear- 


* ance; and while I live you ſhall 


not want a friend; therefore do 
not, my dear Maria, afflict 
e yourſelf by this diſappointment 


2» —— Imagine, my dear ſiſter, how 


„ great muſt be my ſurpriſe at this TE 


e ſudden change in her behaviour 
«© —I never before had heard her 
« talk ſo reaſonably, and at that 
time was too eafily deceived by 


40 appearances—l thanked her for 


„ her kindneſs, in terms that 


5 "PP ſhewed the gratitude of 


my heart—From that time, ſhe 


* was continually loading me with 
| 9 preſents 


SR" "*D = 
{| 

g A ; 

— F- 

; m 
Lf BY 
* 
' : 
199 


- 
* 
if 
= 
— . x 
— EE et” I i WE 
l outrun tr pre RL 
- _ fl oo 


är 
_ * preſents—1 was no longer looked 
46 upon as a poor dependant, but 
always honoured by the appella- 
tion of her deareſt child, or love- 
y Maria—l own I was ſometimes 
* at a loſs to account for this ex- 
= < traordinaty change; but the na- 
* tural fickleneſs of her diſpoſition 


— 
— 


- 
* 
® 
- 


rendered it not quite ſo particu- 


Har as it would ibm * 


2 * nppeateds 


Alas! I too Pon 4 what | 
ce were the motives of her kindneſs 


„ ——About half a year after the 


_< difmifſion of my lover, one very 
pleaſant day, ſhe propoſed taking 
a ride te Sn—— to viſit ſome 
e relations who reſided in that 
A; many very willingly agreed to 


185 L accom- 


>, TT 00-11 


*4|accompany her—We: went in a 
* chaiſe and pair As I had never 
been there before, I did not 
e know how far it was to S——; 
but was rather ſurpriſed to find 

„ we was not arrived at the end of 
our journey till almoſt ſunfet 
At laſt my mama told me, (point- 
ing to a very elegant little houſe 
«; on the ſide of the road) that that 


« was the houſe of her relation 
When the chaiſe ſtopped, a gen- 
t teel woman appeared at the door, 
<« and, ſaluting my mama by the 
i name of couſin, I had not the 


_ & leaſt ſuſpicion of the plot that was 
carrying on between them—Af-- 


© ter we had been there a few 


. hours, thas pretended relation in- 


a treated 


—— 
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; E 
e treated me to continue with her 
two or three days, and ſaid ſhe 
% ſhould be quite happy in the ſo- 
* ciety of ſuch an agreeable young 
* lady—You are very complaiſant, 
© madam, (replied I). If my ma- 
„ ma will give me leave, I ſhall 
embrace your propoſal with a 
great deal of pleaſure But (con- 
* tinued I) not thinking of ſtaying 
above a day, I have not brought 
« any cloaths with me, but thoſe 
“J have on—You need not trouble 
*« yourſelf about that, Maria, (ſays 
hs my mama) I can ſend whatever 
* you want by the coach, as there 
is one goes through this price 
a rey day. | 
| Fe Matters 


Tm] 
'© Matters being thus adjuſted, 
She very ſoon took her leave. 
«& After having a very long confe- 


* rence with Mrs. A, our eve- 
ning was ſpent in a very gay a- 


& greeable manner, and I was quite 


«pleaſed with this new acquain- 
„ tance—The next morning I ex- 


* preſſed ſome little inclination for 


« a walk—Mrs. A— begged me 


© to excuſe her from attending 
«© me, as ſhe expected ſome ve- 
ry genteel company in the eve- 


“ning, for which ſhe muſt make 
_ © preparations—but, as I was not 
* uſed to that part of the country, 


e ſhe told me Sally ſhould go with 
© me—lIt will be neceſſary, my dear 
Yor. HUH. © 
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* * ſiſter, to give you a deſcription of 


this young womanz—She was 


* tall, and had a very affable plea- 
© ſing countenance and, though 
* not handſome, there was ſome- 


thing in her perſon perfectly a- 
8 greeable—She ſerved Mrs. A 


in the capacity of chamber-maid 
*© —but the goodneſs of her heart 


made her deſerving of a much 
T. better office When we had 
walked about half a mile, ſhe ad- 


<« dreſſed me in the following words: 
<« Though I am almoſt a ſtranger to 

* you, I cannot, dear Miſs, think 
„of ſeeing ſo amiable a young 
« Lady, betrayed to infamy and ru- 
«in by the. moſt abandoned of 
emen 


FF IF 
—Oh, Sally! (interrup- 
ce ted I) ſpeak quickly, deareſt girl, 
and tell me what you mean 
ce Why, to keep you no longer in 
0 ſuſpence, Mrs. Faulkner has con- 
« ſented to betray you into the 
„ hands of Sir William R——; 
« this houſe is his—and the lady 
e who you take to be a relation of 
« your mamma, is no other than a 
« caſt off miſtreſs, who, for the ſake 
« of a handſome reward, has con- 
« ſented to aſſiſt Rim in this vile 
« undertaking have not been in 
* this family above a week, but 
« Jong enough to diſcover this plot, 
and from the firſt determined to 
. acquaint you with it Be quick, 
« dear- 


men 
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de are t Miſs Faulkner, to fly from 
« this wretched place Sir William 
ce will be here to night — But in 
« what manner can I eſcape, with- 
tout being diſcovered (replied ) 
« On your return from this walk 
_ «fejgn_1llneſs—and go into your 
room, as if with an intention to 
« repoſe yourſelf—I will furniſh 
« you with ſome of my cleaths, in 
« which you may eſcape unperceiv- 
« ed—it is but a mile to the village 
« where you may be ſure to meet 
40 with a carriage——lI looked upon 
46 this girl as my guardian angel, 
« and reſolved to take her advice 
« Accordingly, on my return, I re- 
« tired to my chamber, under a pre- 
tence 


COT 

*tence of the headach Sally pre- 
* ſently appeared with every thin g 
* neceſſary for my diſguiſe, and I 

« exchang'd my filk negligee for a 

« neat blue Iriſh ſtuff gown, and e- 
8 very thing elſe ſuitable to it As 
« I had. no cloaths but thoſe I had 
on, I was in no care about hav- 
* ing them to carry As ſoon as I 
„was equipt I took leave of S Ii), 
« and would have rewarded her for 
her ſervice but ſhe aſſured” me 
« ſhe had no intereſted views in 
« making this diſcovery, and re — 
„ fuſed to take any thing but ! 
« infiſted upon her receiving a ring 
to keep in remembrance of me 


* now ſeldom do we find weh vir 


* tuous 


r 
e tuous and noble ſentiments in 
« people of ſuch a low ſphere of 
WL. -I ſlipt down ſlairs un- 
« perceived, and made the beſt of 
« my way acroſs the fields, and 
took poſt chaiſe for B —, 
© which was about fifteen ih di- 
5 ſtant from 8 ; here I took 
* lodgings at a RODEN houſe ; at 
the end of three weeks my little 
* ſtock of money was near ex- 
* hauſted, and I had no reſource 
** left—I was taking a walk near 
Mr. Catſby's, the thoughts of my 
* unhappy and diſtreſſed ſituation 
_ © occaſioned me to deplore my un- 


« kind fate in ſhowers of tears 
«. then it was Lady Selvyn firſt ſaw 
me 


1 Sap } 
MY --M me by her generous and kind | 
* behaviour, I had almoſt forgot I 
* was ever unhappy—and had not | 
'* my dear ſiſter have defired me to 
« acquaint her with what had hap- | 
« pened ſince our ſeparation, my | 
* former misfortunes would thave | 
4 been buried in eternal oblivion.” 
Here Maria ended her narra- 
tive, and Lady Selvyn, who had 
been walking in the park, joined 
us——We left our ſhady retreat, 
and repaired into the houſe, where 
an elegant ſupper was prepared— 
My Edward congratulated me upon if 
having recovered my ſifter—and af- | | 
ter ſupper, , taking out his pocket- l 
book, preſented her with a bond 
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for ten thouſand pounds What 


unparallelled generoſity !-poor Ma- 
ria could not find words to thank 
him, ſhe was ſo much overcome by 


this goodneſs——Oh, madam! how 


happy am I in ſuch an amiable huſ- 
band—Lady Selvyn declares ſhe 
will not part with Maria any longer 
than a month ſhe is to return with 
us to L— Park, where ſhe will 
continue till we go to London, and 

I muſt then reſign her to my friend 
—Oh ! my dear Mrs. Deleval, what 


a happineſs it is to me, that my fiſ- 
ter, at ſuch a tender and-unexperi- 


enced age, when we are ſo liable to 


| be blinded and led away by flattery, 
ſhould be able to reſiſt theſe dange- 
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- rous' temptations, and ſtrictly ad- 
here to the paths of honour —— 
Oh, virtue! how amiable doſt thou 

appear even to thoſe who have not 

reſolution to embrace it—ir fills the 
heart with comfort and an inward 
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ſatisfaction, and is a ſweet repaſt, ; 
even to thoſe who live in indigence 
—a repaſt more ſweet than the luxu- 
ries of the epicure—its diſtreſſes-- 
are but ſhort—nay, ſhould they laſt” 

through this tranſitory life, the 
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ſcene is then changed, and oppreſ- 
fed virtue appears triumphant—will- 
it then bear. a moment's thought, 
to chuſe. whether, to gratify our 
0 we will give up the delight- 
ful expectations of endleſs and un- 
. fading 


„„ 
fading happineſs, or bear with pa- 
tience the misfortunes which may 
attend us, in hopes of a heavenly re- 
ward. Excuſe, dear madam, 
my troubling you with theſe reflec- 
tions, 
and believe me to bs 
with the greateſt reſ pect, 
your ſincere friend and ſiſter, 
EMIIIA I —. 


B OOKS lately printed for, and to 


be had of S. BLapoNn, Book- 
(eller in Pater-noſter-Row. 5 


HE Hiſtory of Sir Charles 
Dormer and Miſs Harriet 


Villers; in which are exemplified , 


from a late cataſtrophe in real life, 
the contraſt of virtue and vice, and 


the dangerous and fatal conſe- 


quences ariſing from confidents and 
intermeddlers in family affairs. By 
a lady. 2 vols. 2 8 Fa Is. 
ſewed. 

This is one of the moſt beauti- 
ful novels we have lately peruſed 5 


the authoreſs of it diſcovers deli- 
cacy, ſenſibility, and taſte: Her 


f n, performance ſhould be 


Fes carefully 
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BOOKS Printed for S. Biavox. 


carefully read by all thoſe young: 
married ladies who wiſh- to keep 
the affections of their huſbands, . 


&c. &c. See the Criticab Review 


or October 1770. 


. Henrietta, Counteſs of Ofen- 
vor; a ſentimental novel, in a ſe- 


ries of letters to Lady Suſannah. 
Fitzroy. By Mr. Treyſſac de 


Vergy. 2 vols. 12mo. Price 58. 
ſewed. 5 
The. novel before us is truly a 


ſentimental one: the principal cha- 
raters are ſtrongly marked, and 
the incidents are naturally intro- 
duced. Mrs. Verman, an ambi- 
tious mother, is well drawn; and 
her converſations with her daugh- 


ter, in conſequence of her eagerly 
deſixing 


BOOKS Printed for S. BLA DON. 
defiring to ſee her a lady of quality, 
ſufficiently ſhews the compoſer of 
them to be acquainted with. the 
female heart. Mrs. Verman is 
indeed the ſtrongeſt marked cha- 
racter in the two volumes, and her 
fluctuations between ambition and 
maternal affection are forcibly de- 
ſcribed.— See the Critical Review: 
for October 1770. 

3: The Oxonian; or, The Ad- 
ventures of Mr. George Edmunds, 
Student of Braſen- noſe College, 
Oxford. By a member of the Uni- 
verſity. 2 vols. 12mo. Price 58. 5 
ſewed, or 68. bound. 


4. Love in a Nunnery; or, The 
Secret Hiſtory of Miſs Charlotte 


Hamilton, . a young Lady, who,. 
after 


BOOKS Printed for S. Br anon. 


after a variety of uncommon inci- 
dents, was forced into a convent. 


Inter ſperſed with curious Ande- 


dotes of religious of both ſexes. 
2 vols. 12mo. Price 5s. ſewed, or 
65. bound. 


F. An Eſſay on the Diſorders of 


People of Faſhion. By Mr. Tiſſot, 
D. M. F. R. S. London;. of the 
Med. and Ph. S. Baſil. ; of the 
Oeconom. S. of Berne; and of the 


S. of Exp. of Rotterdam. Tran- 


ſlated from the French. By Fran- 


cis Bacon Lee. 1 vol. 8 vo. Price 


35. ſewed, or 48. bound. 


6. The inhuman Stepmother ; ; 


or, the Hiſtory of Miſs Harriet 

Montague. F ounded on Facts. 

2 vols. lemo. Price 58. ſewed. 
7. Ge- 


| 
| 


BOOKS Printed for S. Br aDon. 


7. Genuine Memoirs of the 


Life and Adventures of the cele- 
brated Miſs Ann Elliot. Written 
by a gentleman intimately ac- 
quainted with her, and to whom 
ſhe communicated the moſt inter- 
eſting paſſages of her life. Seve- 


ral Facts are alſo taken from her 


own letters. The ſecond edition. 
Price 28 6d, ſewed. 


8. The Reward of 8 or, 


| 'The Hiſtory of Miſs Polly Graham: 


intermixed with ſeveral curious and 
intereſting incidents in the lives of 
ſeveral perſons of both ſexes, re- 

| markable for the ſingular adven- 
tures which befel them. To which 
is added, a brief deſcription of 
Bounty 
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BOOKS Printed for S. BLapox:. 
Bounty Hall, and its inhabitants. 
Price 28. 6d. ſewed. : 
9. The Authentic Memoirs of 
the Counteſs: de Barre, the French 
King's Miſtreſs.. Carefully col- 
lected from a manuſcript in the 
poſſeſſion of the Ducheſs of Ville- 
roy, by Sir Francis N—. The 
ſecond. edition. Price 28. 6d: 
ſewed. : 
| 18 he Nun; or, The Ad- 
ventures of the Marchioneſs of 
Beauville. 1 vol. 12mo. Price 28. 
6d. ſewed. 
© 4 Memoirs of Francis Dillon, 
Eſa i in a ſeries of letters written by 
himſelf, 2 vol. 12mo. Price 58. ſew- 
ed,. or 6s. bound—Dedicated to 


BO OK S Printed for 8. BLapoN. 
her grace the dutcheſs of Cumber- 
land. 

12. The Noble Lover, 3 vol. 
12mo. Price 7s. 6d. ſewed. or gs. 
bound. 
13. The Young Lady and Gen- 
tleman's New Guide to the Ele- 
ments of Aſtronomy and Geogra- 
phy, with the uſe of the celeſtial 
and terreſtrial globes; by which the 
knowledge of the heavens and the 
earth are rendered extremely eaſy; 
exemplified in the ſolution of near 
an hundred problems, with their 
anſwers annexed; illuſtrated with 
copperplates, and interſperfed with 
ſuitable abſtracts of poetry from the 
following celebrated poets, Virgil, 
near, Manns, Thomſon, Dry- 
den 


BO O Es Printed for S. Br avon. 


den, Addiſon, &c. To which are ad- n 
ded, the firſt principles of Chrono- 5 

| logy; the whole being adapted to : 
the uſe of ſchools and private per- 1 
ſons; and humbly offered as a more 5 
eaſy· initiation into the rudiments of * 
thoſe valuable ſciences. By J. Seal- . 
ly, author of the Univerſal Tutor, Lo 
Ko. The Schoolmaſters New Aſſiſt- Y 
ant to Practical Arithmetic and 7 P 
| Book-keeping ; Modern Penman- 4 
ſhip, &c. late maſter of an acade- e. 
my, now private teacher to the no- oy 
bility and gentry, in Bridge water- P 
ſquare, Barbican. £ 
14. The Accountant's Compa- 3 
nion, or School maſter's New Aſſiſt- _ 


ant to Practical Arithmetic ; where- . 
in tlie rudiments of common arithw _. | 


Wy M mane; - 


BOO K $ Printed for S. BLA DON. 
metic, vulgar and decimal fractions, 
are delivered in a new and more 
conciſe method than hitherto pub- 
liſhed, whereby the vulgar error of 
_ confounding principles together, 
and the diverſifying them into ſeve- 
ral rules, when they are built on the 
ſame reaſon; is carefully avoided ; 
with a ſufficient variety of exam- 
ples, operated in the neateſt and 
moſt approved methods; alſo the 
extraction and uſe of the ſquare 
and cube roots, &c. with their ap- 
plication to various branches of the 


mathematics; duodecimals proved 
by practice, &c. and applied to 


Vork performed by joiners, paint - 


ers, glaziers, paviours, &c. to which 
is added, a courſe of book-keeping 
io” ah -. 


BOOKS Printed for S. Br avon. 
by ſingle entry ; very neceſſary in 
facilitating the acquiſition of the 
Italian method, and is extremely 
uſeful for many kinds of buſineſs, 
in which the latter is not material- 
ly wanted; the whole adapted to 
the uſe of merchants, wholeſale and 
retail dealers in every branch of bu- 
ſineſs; by J. Seally. | 55 
15. Univerſal Tutor, or The New 
Engliſh Spelling book and Expo» | 
fitor, by J. Seally, the fourth edi- 
tion. Price Is. bound. 
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